
Phonics Parent Workshop



Aims for the Session

•To increase your subject knowledge of phonics 
and the way that we teach it at Avonmore. 

•To give you practical ideas of how to support 
your child in preparing to take the Phonics 
Screening Tests later in the year. 

•To give you guidance and resources to take away 
and use to help improve your child’s reading at 
home. 



An overview of Phonics Phases

Phase 1 – hearing sounds / segmenting and blending

Phase 2 – first grapheme (spelling) for consonant sounds and short 

vowel sounds  e.g. s, a, t

Phase 3 – digraphs and first spelling of long vowel sounds  e.g. ch, ay, 

Phase 4 – blending adjacent consonants, polysyllabic words and 

revision e.g. stamp, playground

Phase 5 – alternative spellings of long vowel sounds  e.g. ay, ai, a-e

Phase 6 – range of spelling rules (ongoing)  e.g. sion, tion, cian





Teaching sequence for tricky and decodable 
words



How we teach Phonics



The Phonics Screener

National test of real and nonsense words to assess a child’s 

reading ability. 

It’s main purpose is to help schools understand which 

children have secured a good level of decoding ability and 

which may need extra support.

The test contains 40 words. 

The pass mark is 32. 

If a child does not pass, they 

simply retake the test in Year 2.

Takes place in early June.    



How to prepare your child

Practise! Practise! Practise!

Put sounds everywhere! 

Play games - Hunt the sounds you know / make up words 



How we teach reading at school.
• Phonics

• Guided Reading (including 
individual and paired 
reading)

• Shared Reading



Books coming home.

• Banded Books

• Short Chapter Books



Reading at home with your child…

• Try to build this into your daily routine

• Have a set space you can read in

• Remember, both reading the school book and reading to 

your child are important

• Reading aloud is ESSENTIAL in KS1 in particular, so do 

not let your child read in their head. If nobody can be 

with them, ask them to make you an audio book using a 

phone or iPad.  



Before Reading.

If it is the first time your child has read the book, 

look at the cover and title with them to predict 

what they think the book might be about.  Make 

links to other books read with similar themes, the 

same characters and/or similar 

authors/illustrators. Give them time to flick 

through the book (do a picture walk).  



During reading

• Ask your child many questions about the characters in 
the book as you read the story

• Have your child use his/her finger to follow the 
direction of the text (top to bottom, left to right)

• Have your child look at the sentences and see if 
he/she can identify any of the sounds in the words or 
any of the HF words they have learnt

• Discuss the meaning of any unfamiliar words



Reading strategies



Effective decoding

If your child loses their place when 

reading, use a ruler to help them with their 

tracking along the page.



Reading for Meaning.

If you are asking questions which your child 

must infer from the text (the answer is not 

stated) can you ask them, ‘Why do you 

think that’ or ‘Can you find the word or 

phrase that makes you think that?’

Inference – ‘Prove it questions’



Reading for Meaning.



Reading for Meaning.

There is always the opportunity to ask your 

child ‘How is the character feeling at this 

point in the story?’.  ‘Why is he/she feeling 

that way?’  ‘How do you know?’

Sometimes pupils need help developing 

their feeling words vocabulary.  



Reading for Meaning.

If your child is reading a non-fiction book, 

help them to use indexes, pictures, graphs 

and so on.   Ask them a question based on 

the text which they need to use the 

contents/glossary to answer.



After reading

• Discuss with your child what they liked/disliked about 
the story 

• Can your child think of another title for the book and 
why?

• Did the story have a sad or happy ending? Can your 
child think of a different ending for the story?

• Can your child think of another character which 
he/she might want to add to the story and why?

• With richer picture books, you can ask, ‘what was the 
big idea of the story?’
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Sharing more advanced books with your 

child.

It is still important to read to your child.  This is an 

opportunity for them to hear stories and language at a 

higher level than they can read alone.

http://www.whatdowedoallday.com/read-aloud-chapter-books-for-4-and-5-year-olds/

http://www.whatdowedoallday.com/first-grade-read-alouds/



Oxford Owl

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-
owl/reading

• Book lists

• E-books

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/reading


A Mighty Girl 

http://www.amightygirl.com/books



Reading Eggs

http://readingeggs.co.uk/

http://readingeggs.co.uk/


You can always come and speak to your class teacher 
about your child’s reading progress. 

And remember…CELEBRATE success!


